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BURTON, Reggie            
 

Driver, 1489                                                 
3rd/4th East Anglian Brigade,  
Royal Field Artillery 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Wednesday, 29th September 1915 
Died after Accident  
Cemetery: Haverhill 
Aged 19 years 
 
Reginald Burton, but known as Reggie, was born in 1896 the second son of George 
and Kate, nee Rash.  He had an elder brother George and a younger sister Ella 
Edna.  His father worked as a tailor and they lived in Burton End but by 1911 they 
had moved to 15 Withersfield Road, Haverhill. 
 
Reggie’s parents, who had both been born in Haverhill, were married at St Mary’s 
Church, Haverhill on 2nd August 1890.  At that time George was a cloth cutter living at 
11 Broad Street but by 1911 he had changed profession and was a life insurance 
agent. 
 
It wasn’t far for Reggie to walk from home to the West End Congregational Church 
where he was a member of the Sunday School.   
 
At the age of 14 he was 
working as a grocer’s 
assistant but prior to his 
enlistment in 1915 he was 
employed by Mr Arthur 
Clarke, fishmonger of 15 
Queen Street.  

 
 

Clark’s Fishmonger’s shop 
with, perhaps, Reggie and 
Arthur outside 
 
 
 
 
Reggie enlisted in Haverhill on 23rd July 1915, giving his address as 15 Withersfield 
Road, Haverhill, his next of kin was father George Burton of 15 Withersfield Road, 
Haverhill. He gave his age as 18 years 10 months, was 5 feet 4.5 inches tall, with a 
chest measurement of 32" to 34", good vision and physically fit. He became Driver 
No.1489 of the 3/4th East Anglian Brigade Royal Field Artillery.   
 
He had served just 69 days when on Wednesday 29th September 1915, he was 
fatally injured in an accident. The South Bucks Free Press, and High Wycombe, 
Maidenhead and Marlow Journal reported the following:  
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‘A shocking fatality to a young 
soldier attached to the RFA 
Training School at High 
Wycombe occurred at 10.40 
on Wednesday morning, the 
victim being 1489 Driver 
Reginald Burton of 3/4 East 
Anglian Brigade, whose home 
is 15 Withersfield Road. It 
appears that Reginald was out 
exercising a sick horse on the 
West End Recreation Ground. 
Reginald who took great pride 
in the animal, purchased a 
pennyworth of apples, which 
the horse ate. He afterwards 
obtained some pears for himself and whilst walking along eating the pears he tied the 
end of the head halter round his wrist. Without the least warning the horse bolted 
dragging the poor fellow along the ground for a distance of about 100 yards. The 
animal kicked out viciously and although attempts were made to check its career, it 
was not brought to a standstill until Reginald had been fatally injured. Everything 
possible was done for him but death ensued almost immediately from a fractured 
skull. The death of the young soldier who was only 18 years and 11 months, was 
greatly felt by his officers and comrades with whom he was very popular.’  
 

Reggie was brought home from High Wycombe 
by train and was buried in Haverhill Cemetery on 
4th October 1915 with the Reverend Salusbury 
Jones, from the West End Congregational 
Church where he had attended, officiating. The 
South West Suffolk Echo reported that his ‘coffin 
of polished elm with brass fittings was covered 
with the Union Jack’.  
               

                  
 

Reggie is remembered at the West End Congregational Church on a bronze 
memorial tablet given in 1920 by the Haverhill & District Sunday School Union and 
also on a memorial stone within the church, which reads:  
 

In Ever-Loving and grateful Memory of the men of this Church who laid down 
their Lives in the Great War, 1914-1919 

 
As Reggie had served less than 6 months he was not entitled to a war gratuity, and 
no overseas service meant no medals. 


